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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 16 March 2020 at SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.
THIS MEETING WAS HELD UNDER THE GOVERNMENT’S CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES.  THIS WAS AT THE START OF AN EXCEPTIONAL PERIOD IN THE UK WHICH REQUIRED CAREFUL MANAGEMENT OF PANDEMIC CONDITIONS

PRESENT:

Chairman: Cllr Carol Milne
Councillors :  E  Law-Riding (Vice- Chairman), , A Brown, D Royle
96
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs Dickinson, Rollinson and Wilson


97
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


There were no declarations of interest

98
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
98.1
The Ribble River’s Trust representative Mrs Helen Smith had been asked not to attend this meeting to follow-up her preparation of a Ribchester Walk leaflet, given the current situation and that several Councillors were in the group identified as ‘vulnerable’.  She had sent her draft leaflet in lieu, and this will be finalised after the current situation.
ACTION:  To place on Agenda for future meeting, to be held as soon as circumstances permit.

98.2
A resident had raised concerns about parking on Church St which she had reported was restricting access by emergency vehicles down the street.  She had been asked not to attend the meeting on this occasion, but had been offered a one-to-one meeting under present conditions to put her concerns in full.
ACTION:  Following the meeting this could not be followed-up given the national change in conditions to social-distancing, and then ‘lockdown’.  To be arranged as soon as circumstances permit.

99
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 24 February 2020 were agreed and signed as a true record.
100
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

There had been little movement to report on the items regularly minuted.  The parking problems, traffic at Blackburn Road junction, the Weind Case, and placing of third defibrillator remain to be resolved.

MIN 92(3)  Field Day Fireworks.  A letter of general support for the Committee’s work, but declining to support the grant request for fireworks had been sent.
MIN93 Flooding.  A Flood Action Group had been set up by Mr Andrew Wallins, who had arranged a public meeting.  This had been cancelled in line with the RVBC’s guidance on meetings. (All Council Committee meetings had been cancelled/postponed until further notice).

MIN 94 Tree-planting.  No response received to date from St Wilfrid’s School.
101
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
All planning applications received were out for consideration to the Councillors.  No further applications on this week’s listing.  POST MINUTE NOTE:  From this meeting onward, a new system of circulating the application notifications was commenced to reduce any possibility of contamination from passing on documents from household to household.  System relied from this point on access of RVBC Planning Applications on-line, with only phone contact with those without such access. 
102
FINANCIAL MATTERS/ACCOUNTS
It was reported that there was £3,502.04 in the current account to 5 March 2020, £2000 having been transferred from the savings account to cover all anticipated year-end transactions.   There was £13,255 in the savings account.
Payment of Accounts

REPORTED:  That the sum of £1142.40 had been paid to DAB Graphics as the deposit for the Information Board to be placed in the Millennium Garden.  This sum was drawn from donations already received, and does not impact on the Parish Council’s budget.
RESOLVED:  That the following payments be made:

Clerk’s salary £428.40 + £14.15 (minor) office expenses

Lengthsman’s Invoice - £1224 (to year end) **

SS Peter and Paul’s Parish Centre – Room Hire

Best Kept Village 2020 Entry - £30

Forthcoming payments during the current situation would be managed through the existing system in place for months where no Parish Council meetings can take place (ie, Chairman to approve, a record kept and the documentation presented to the next available meeting for retrospective resolution)

** REPORTED that a meeting had taken place between the Clerk and the Lengthsman to discuss the work schedule and the presentation of Invoices for payment.  It had been agreed that a new schedule and pay system (monthly) would begin from 1 April 2020.  POST MINUTE NOTE: This new schedule could not be initiated.  Given the prevailing conditions, the Lengthsman, who was no longer able to fulfil his duties, was advised to seek assistance from the Government’s scheme for the self-employed, until further notice.  
103
MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPAL COUNCILS
Councillor Brown confirmed that all RVBC Committee meetings had been cancelled (for one or two months, initially).  This decision will be kept under review.  

Prior to this major change, there had been a great deal of discussion about Council re-organisation, but no firm proposal had been received to date.  In respect of Affordable Housing it had been confirmed that this required 20% to be deducted from the market rent figure.  It was further reported that this applied to 30% of all major sites on which the planning application had been passed.  

In respect of Economic Development, two terraced houses had been purchased in Longridge and had been refurbished to let.  It was reported that Mitton Fold and Stanley House hotels had been sold recently to be refurbished and will continue as hotels in future. 
The issue of Drug Misuse continued to be a matter of concern within Ribble Valley, although it was noted that there was support for people who wanted to quit drug-taking, there was less success with enforcement.
Finally Cllr Brown announced the 6-year Development Plan to replace tunnels in the Waddington/Newton area.  This will be a huge project involving (water) tunnel boring and the construction of a temporary road near Newton.

104
MATTERS RELATING TO THE PARISH
101.1
It was reported that the Memorial Bench for Heather Catlow had been installed in front of the school wall, facing the river.  This had been a place of particular importance to her.  It was noted that another request for a memorial bench had been received from Mrs Hargreaves from Clayton-le-Dale, in memory of her husband.  She had sought permission for this to be sited on the river bank.  This was AGREED.

101.2  It was reported that the Ribchester Playing Field Trust had agreed with the request for an information board to be placed in the Millennium Garden

101.3  All other planned events/meetings (Parish Clean on 21 March, BKVCompetition, Senior Forum AGM), had either already been cancelled or were presumed to be cancelled until further notice.


105
DATE OF NEXT MEETING (TO BE CONFIRMED)
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.10pm
Confirmed as a true record



_________________________  Chairman

_________________   Date                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
